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ZECHARIAH, iv. 7. 


A. ho art thou, 0 Great Mountain g 
Before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt be- 
come a plain, and he "ſhall bring 
e the bead: ap ugh with 


rr 


A Ninſpired writer informs us, That 
A e righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
A but fin is a reproach to any peo- 

ple.“ This was verified in the children of 
Iſrael, who, when they walked righteouſly 
before God, were exalted, but when they re- 
belled againſt him, were reproached, and 
fell a victim to their implacable enemies. 
The principal adverſary of this people was 
the Aſſyrian, who often invaded their coaſt, 
ſpoiled their properties, and captivated their 
perſons, till at length the ten tribes of Iſracl 
were carried away captive. This fatal and 
final bow was given Shalmaneſer king of 
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ſhea — of Iſrael; which was the ſixth year 


of Hezekiah king of Judah, 2 Kings xviii. , 
10. This awfub Providence was a loud: call 
to backſliding Judah; but they hearkened 


vdt, neither to the woike of che prophets dH 


warned them, but waxed worſe and worſe, 
till the Lord ſtirred up Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, to earry them alſo into captivity ʒ 
which was in the eleventh year of Zede- 
Kiah King of Judah, Jer. xxxix.'2. This 
gloomy ſcene cauſed the prophet thus to 
complain : . Iſrael is a ſcattered ſheep: the 


ions have driven. him away: firſt the king of 


« Afyria hath devoured him, and laſt this 
« Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon bath 


broken his bones, Fer. l. 17. This cap- 
tivity laſted ſeventy years, according to the 
word of the Lord, Jer. xxv. 11, 12. at which 


period the Lord raiſed them up a deliverer, 
namely, Cyrus king of Perſia; who, after he 


had ſubdued Babylon, with his uncle Da- 
rius, © in the firſt year of his reign (that the 
K. word of the Lord, by the mouth of 'Jere- 
' «© miah, might be fulfilled) the Lord ſtirred 


up the fpirit of that great prince, that 


he made a proclatnation throughout all 


ot his kingdom, and put it alſo in writing, 
| cc © ſaying, 


is 


BY: 


„ ſaying, thus ſalth Cyrus king of Perfia, 
« The Lord God of heaven hath given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth, and hath 
'« charged me to build him #n houſe at Je- 
* ruſalem which is in Judah; who is there 
among you of all his people? His God be 
d with him, and let him go up to Jeruſa- 
lem, which is in Judah, and build the 
'& houſe of the Lord God of Hracl (he is the 
« God) which is in Jerufalem, &c.“ Ezra i. 
1, 2, 3. Upon this royal proclamation, we 
find, verſe 5, Then roſe up the chief of 
e the fathers of Judah, and Benjamin; and 
* the prieſts, and the Levites, with all them 
* Whoſe ſpirit God had raiſed to go up, to 
„build the houſe of the Lord which is 
„ in Jeruſalem.“ Who when they came up, 
laid the foundation thereof according to the 
decree of Cyrus, and the word of the Lord 
by Iſaiah the prophet, Jfarab xliv. 27, 28. 
But. after this we find the work went on 

. - flowly, and at length the building ceaſed, 
till the ſecond year of the reign of Darius 
king of Perſia,” (Exra iv. 24.) occafioned by 
the adverſaries of Judah mentioned in that 
chapter. This raifed ſuch a mountain of dif- 
ficulties in their minds, knowing their own 
weak neſs, that they could not get over: but 
| the 


which ſhould be brought forth with ſhout- 
| ings, in aſcriptions of Grace. 
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the Lord, in order to, encourage them, gave 
them, to underſtand it was © not by might, 
nor by power, but by my ſpicit, ſaith the 
Lord,“ as in the context; then addreſſeth 
the mountainous adverſary,” as. in the words 
of our text, Who art thou, O Great Moun- 
© tain? Before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt be- ; 
4 come a plain, and he ſhall bring forth the 
head · ſtone thereof with Re. crying, 

ec * Grace, Grace unto 42 5 


* wiz 


Ts Ie on * 9 1 ſhall 
endeavour to do the following things: "Heaps 


= T: ee are to — 1 by Ze- 


rubbabel, and wherein he was a type of 


1. The Great Mountain which the 25 
declared ſhould become a plain. | 


IL. What is meant by the . head- 3 x 


I. Who we are to underſtand by Zerubba- 
bel, and wherein he was a type of Chriſt. | 


. 


491 


1 Who we are to underftatid b i Zerubba- 
bel. By him i is meant the ſon of Shealtiel, 
Haggai i i. 1. "He is ſaid to be born in Baby · 
lon; wherefore his father called him Zerub-' 
babel, which the learned interpret, 4 Stran- 
ger at Babylon ;, and certain it is, he was not 
of the Babyloniſh race, but of the line of 
David, of the race of the kings of Judah, a 
prince of the blood royal, as appears from 
the genealogy in the firſt of Matthew., He 
was governor of Judah, Hag. ii. 2. he had 
the honour of bringing up from Babylon to 
Jeruſalem the firſt return of the late cap- 
tives, Ezra ii. 2. and alſo the great honour 
of building the houſe of the Lord, the ſe- 
cond temple, the foundation of which was 
Jaid at the time this chapter was written, of 
which our text is a part, as appears from 
verſe 9. The hands of Zerubbabel have 
* [aid the foundation of this houſe, his hands 
be ſhall finiſh it,” 


2. Shew wherein Zerubabel was a type of 
Chriſt. But by the way obſerve how the 
antitype exceeds the type : 1, As Zerubbabel 
was an offspring of David, ſo was Chriſt ; 
yea, he was alſo the root of David and of Ze- 
rubbabel. I am, ſays Chriſt, the root and 

5 | « the 


( & ] 

ce the offspring of David, Rev. xxil, 16. 

Chriſt, as God, is David's root, as he is ol 
all men by creation; and the root of grace 
to all the elect, who were choſen in him be- 
fore time, derive grace from him in time, 
which ſhall terminate in glory to all eternity. 

But Chriſt as man is David's offspring 5 
therefore, 2. As Zerubbabel was a prince of 
the blood-royal, ſo was Chriſt, and that in a 
far more extenſive latitude than any earthly 
prince: he is emphatically called, the Prince 
of the kings of the earth, Rev. i. 5. the, 
King of kings and Lord of lords, Rev. xix, 
+6. yea, he is the blood-royal of heaven, the 
Lord God omnipotent that reigneth, Rev, xix. 
6. So that his kingly power is not con- 
tracted to this low earth, but he doth what | 

ſcemeth him good in the armies of heaven 
above, marſhals the planetary worlds, bring- 
eth out their hoſt by e, he calleth, 


them all by names. 


Lift up your eyes, behold the things on high; 

Who form'd the argent fields, the rolling ſky; ; 

Who bringeth out their hoſt, that ſhining 
1 HEELS 


And guides the lars along th' ethereal 


plain; 
Muſters 
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Muſters theit forvesy calls them all by name; 
Brightens their luſtre wh his glowing | 
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captives from the literal Babylon, ſo - Chriſt 
brings up ſpiritual Iſrael from myſtical Ba- 
bylon-; vat” he muſt firft ſubdue them by 
his grace, and make them a willing people 
in the day of his power; he attracts thein | 
with his love, brings tliem ſometimes to the 
Church, which is his ſpititual. Jeruſalem on 
earth, and at length to the heavenly | Jeruſa- 
lem above. 4. As Zerubbabel was appoint- 
ed to build the material temple; or houſe of 
God, ſo Chriſt was appointed to build the 
ſpititual temple, or houſe of God (I mean 
his own church) as appears from Zec. vi; 
12, 13. Behold the man wheſe name is 
the BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out 
of his place, and he ſhall build the tem- 
e ple of the Lord; even he ſhall build the 
c temple of the Lord; and he ſhall bear the 

glory, &c. A -glorious building this when 
finiſhed, as will appear, 1. In * foundation y 
2. The * EA | | 
B " M The 
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1. The foundation of the ſpiritual hauſe, 
or church of God, is the glorious Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, as appears from Iſaiab xxviii. 16. 


* Behold I lay in, Zion for a foundation a 
7 ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious! corner- 
ce ſtone, a ſure foundation,” That Chriſt is 


there intended by the foundation, is clear 


from Rem, ix. 33. 1 Pet. ii. G. The meta- 


phor made uſe of is a ſtone, Which holds 


forth the ſtability and immutability of Chriſt, 


the everlaſting rock of ages, which I ſhall 


attempt to illuſtrate: 1, In ſhewing by whom 


this foundation was laid. 2. Its impregnable 
nature. I. This foundation was laid by: Je> 
hovah the Father in his eternal purpoſes and 
deſigns; he then made choice of this/precious 
None, 1 Pet. ii. 4. and his elect in him; 
Eph. i. 4. according as he hath choſen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that 
we ſhould bs: holy and without blame before 
him-in love. Herein appear the ancient, the 
eternal love of God the Father, in making 
ſuch early and ample proviſion for us in his 
dear Son [Jeſus Chriſt ;. a foundation im- 
mutable as the throne on which he ſits. 2. 
It was actually laid by Jehovah the Son, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 


us from all iniquity ; by which I would be 


under- 


Pink 1 

underſtood, the perſon, : offices, grace, blood, 
righteouſneſs, ſacrifice or death, reſurrection, 
aſcenſion, and interceſſion, &c. of Chriſt, are 
the foundation the Church is built upon, 
and on which every poor ſenſible ſinner may 
venture his eternal, his immortal all; who 
gave himſelf for us, ſaith the ſacred writer, 
not for fallen angels, but for us, even us 
poor, fallen, wretched, rebel men. Amaz- 
ing grace! free and diſcriminating, ſhining 
like the radiant beams of the ſun, to diſco- 
ver the ineffable love of our tranſcendently 
great, incomprehenſibly glorious, for ever ex- 
alted, and never enough adored Redeemer. 
3. It is alſo laid ſpiritually, by Jehovah the 
Spirit, in the heart of a poor ſinner at converſion, 
who ſceing his deplorable ſtate and condition, 
his heart being overwhelmed within him, is 
led to this rock that is higher than himſelf; 
a rock, which the gates of hell, and all the 
artillery of the infernal pit, ſhall never be able 
to prevail againſt. 4. It is laid prophetically 
by the prophets, thoſe holy men of old, who 
ſpoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
( dconſequently could not err in judgment); 
theſe hold forth Chriſt in all his divine per- 
fections and properties, as you may ſee inter- 
* in the prophetic writings. 5. It was 
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laid apoſtolically by the apoſtles of our dass 
Lord; ſo that we are faid to be built upen 
the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets; 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief cor- 
ner-ſtone, pb. ii. 20. This foundation the 
apoſtles and prophets not only laid, as be- 
fore, but alſo built on; let us imitate them, 
and ſo grow unto an holy temple in the Lord. 
6. It is laid doctrinally by the faithful mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, who declare, with the 
apoſtle Paul, that no other foundation can 
any man lay than that is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Neither is there ſalva · 
tion in any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men where - 
by we muſt be ſaved, Alls iv. 12. This is, 
according to the law and the teſtimony; 
agreeable to the analogy of faith, even that 
faith which was once delivered to the faints, 

I come, adly, to conſider the ie 
this foundation ſtone. In brief it is ſolid, 
ſubſtantial, impregnable. An inſpired wri- 
ter, with much propriety, informs us, it is a 
tried ſtone, This ſolemn truth is obvious, in 
that he was tried, 1. By his Divine Father, 
who tried his faithfulneſs and ſtrength: 1. 


Flis faithfulneſs, in committing all his elect 
1 into 


13 ] 
into his hands, where they ate ſecured as in 


— 


a ſtrong garriſon, and who hith- diſcovered 
his faithfulneſs in aſſuming their nature, ſtand+ 
ing in their law place, anſwering the demands 
of injured juſtice,” and will continue faithful 
in bringing them all fake to glory, ſaying, 
Father here am I, and the children which 
thou haſt given me: then ſhall he deliver up 
his mediatorial kingdom to his Father, the 
building being finiſhed, the head-ſtone being 
brought forth with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, 
Grace unto it, 2. His ſtrength, by laying on 
bim the ponderous load of our fins. The 
evangelical prophet declares, that he was 
© wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
« bruiſed for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement 

* of our peace was upon him, and with. his 
« ftripes we are healed. All we, like ſheep, 
« have gone aſtray, we have turned every one 
« to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on 
him the' iniquity of us all.” Ja. liii. y. 6; 
And one of the apoſtles of the Lamb corro- 
borates this amazing truth, who informs us, 
that he bore our Sins in his own body on the 
tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. This wretched load muſt 
have ſank him beneath the grave, had it not 
been for ſupernatural ſtrength : But he was 
God as well as man. Let us now reflect on 

N Calvary's 
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Calvary's horrid-eminence; and behold with 
aftoniſhment the prince of peace covered with 
blood, groaning, bleeding and dying a corporal 
death, with the burden of our fins on his 
ſoul; and think how applicable the words of 
the lamenting prophet were to him in that 
dreadful ſeaſon, Is it nothing to you, all 
eye that paſs by ? behold and ſee, if there 
* be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, which 
« is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
« hath Red me in the day of his fierce 
0 anger,” Lam. i. 12. If that was the day 
of God's fierce anger, how much more this, 
when his glittering ſword of inflexible juſtice 
was bathed in the blood of his well-beloyed 
ſon. Never did the Almighty diſcover ſuch 
hatred againſt ſin, as in this amazing tran- 
ſaction; no, not in caſting rebel angels from 
the realms of dazzling light to the dark abyſs 
of endleſs miſery; the caſting rebellious man 
from his princely ſtate in Eden's fruitful gar- 
den, to get his bread by the ſweat of his 
brow, in the howling wilderneſs; of this 
world ;. the bringing of a flood upon the 
old — and ſweeping it with the beſom 
of deſtruction: theſe are but faint diſcove- 
ries. of divine reſentment, when compared 


with the n of. Chriſt! O how ſnould 
this 


{[ ons } 
this make us hate that deteſtable monſter, 
'Sin | O, how ſhould: this make us admire the 
gore of God to. ſinners, in giving his 'oply- 
begotten Sen, that 'wholgever,! believerh in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. 2. He was tried by Satan che prince of 
this world, ho tried his ſonſhip and. the 
x&itude of His: nature, in the wilderneſs-: 
His ſonſhip, in ſuch trying language as this: 
If thou be the Son of God, cominand that 
*< theſe ſtones be made bread; if thou be the 
Son of Gad, caſt thyſelf doun,“ (meaning 
from the pinnacle of the temple), &c. at 
which time he alſo tried the rectitude of his 
nature, hoping to find ſome corrupt paſſion 
that he might. work upon, by the alluring 
bait of worldly honour, and thereby draw him 
into black idolatry : but neither of theſe 
temptations would take with out bleſſed Lord; 
for as he was the eternal Son of God, holi- 
neſs was eſſential to. his divine nature; and 
his human nature was that holy thing that 
was born of the virgin Mary, purſuant to the 
declaration by the angel Gabriel, Luke i. 35. 
So that the infernal adverſary was obliged to 
deſiſt, after many , helliſh efforts, and, the 
3 io forms us, departed from him for 
a ſeaſon, 
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4 feaſon, Luke iv. 13. And it is pretty evi 
dent it Was hut- fer a ſeaſon, ſinee our bleſſed 
Lord, after this tonflidt; told his diſciples, 
ſaying, The prinee of this world cometh, 
and hath nothing in me,“ Joby xivt 30. 
And ſoon after: we find out dear Lord in the 
garden; in ſuch. great agony: that his ſweat 
was as it were great drops of blood falling to 
the ground, Lale xxii. 44. Again, we: have 
reaſon to believe that he tried him hen on 
the croſs; for it would: be unreaſbnable: to 
ſuppoſe that the prince af darkneſs ſhould be 
idle when his ſubjects were ſo cloſely enga- 
ged,. but rather that he would exert all his 
power in this his laſt engagement, in bruiſing 

'Emmanuel's heel, thinking thereby to put a 
final period to his exiſtence: But behold! 
infinite Wiſdom hereby taketh the wiſe in 
his own ctaft, btuiſeth the ſerpent's head, 
ſpoiling principalities and powers; triumphing 
over them in it, Cal. ii. 15. 3. The Lord 
out foundation ſtone was tried by wicked and 
unreaſonable men, who tried his patience in 
defpifing his perſon, aſperſing his character, 
blaſpheming his miracles, contemning his 
doctrines; and, after all, nothing leſs than 
his blood would fatisfy thoſe worſe than ſa- 


vage 
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vage monſters unparallel'd cruelty ; and even 
in executing that black and bloody tragedy he 
muſt be loaded with invectives, wounded with 
the tongue of detraction, and become the ob- 
ject of their wicked ſcoff and mockry: ſo 
that had our Lord ſprung from the croſs, and 
daſhed them inſtantaneouſly into Hell, it 
would have been but what they juſtly merit» 
ed: but he was all meekneſs and patience, 
who, © when he was reviled, reviled not 
* again, and when he was buffeted, threatened 
te not, but was brought as a lamb to the 
« ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
te jg dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth, Ji. 
liii. 7.4. He hath. been tried by his faithful 
followers in all ages, Who have tried his love, 
and found it to be ſtronger than death; they 
have ventured their immortal all upon him, 
and were never diſappointed,” neither ſhall 
any ever be, for “he is able to ſave to the 
* uttermoſt all that come unto God by him, 
* ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
© for them,” Heb. vii. 2 5. He is alſo as wil- 
ling as able, as himſelf hath declared, John 
vi. 37. © Him that cometh, I will in no wiſe 
* caſt out ;” no, under no confideration'what- 
ſoever ; for **he is a rock, his work is per- 
* fe, for all his ways are judgment, a God 

— * « of 
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© of truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right 
eis he,” Deut. xxxii. 4. which is great en- 
couragement for poor ſenſible ſinners to quit 
all their ſandy foundation, and come and ven- 
ture upon this invincible rock. 


2. I ſhall make ſome brief obſervations on 
the ſuperſtructure. By the ſuperſtructure I 
mean the body of God's ele&t. Obſerve, 1. 
That as Chriſt the foundation is a choſen ſtone, 
ſo are all the ſtones in this building ; they 
were choſen in him before the foundation of 
the world, Eph. i. 4. and as the foundation is 
a living ſtone, ſo all the ſtones of this build- 
ing are, or ſhall be, living ſtones alſo, as ap- 
pears from 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. to whom coming, 
as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of 
men, but choſen of God and precious, ye alſo, 
as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritual houſe, 
2. As the firſt temple fell in its natural head, 
Adam, and ſo dead in treſpaſſes and fin, in 
this wretched ſtate it remains till grace quick- 
ens ſome of theſe dead ſtones, and raiſeth them 
from the ruins of the fall, in order to build |} 
the ſecond temple; and this is done by the | 
divine agency of the Spirit of God, as the ef- 
ficient cauſe in regeneration, when a divine 
principle, or living ſpring of action, is infuſed Þ? 
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into the ſoul; at which time they are taken 
out of the quarry of nature, the rock being 
broken aſunder; for the law entering into 
the heart of a poor ſinner, makes dreadful 
havock and trembling in ſome, as in the caſe 
of Saul, who, trembling and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, 
ce Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?“ A#s 
ix. 6. Likewiſe the goaler, who *© ſprang in, 
e and came trembling, and fell down before 
% Paul and Silas, crying, What muſt I do to 
te be ſaved, &c.” As xvi. 29, 30. Others 
again are more gently broken, or rather melt- 
ed, as in the caſe of *Lydia, whole heart the 
Lord opened, that ſhe attended unto the 
things which were ſpoken of Paul, Adds xvi. 
14. As alſo the Bereans, who received the 
word with all re idineſs of mind, Acts xvii, 11. 
with Zaccheus the publican, &c. This work 
is often done by the miniſtry of the word in- 
ſtrumentally, fee Jer. xxiit. 29. Is not my 
« word like as a fire, ſaith the Lord, and like 
a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” 
And ſometimes with other inſtruments, as ap- 
pears from the above cited inſtances. This is 
the good work begun, and is attended with 
conviction, or a changing them from what 
they were, to what they were not, which is 
done ordinarily by the Lord's hewing them by. 

- C 2 his 
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his Prophets 'or Miniſters, as in Hoſea vi. 5, 
and 1s carried on by perſevering grace. 3. 
Theſe ſtones indeed are ſome of them very 
rough and hard, and take a great deal of hew- 
ing; they look at firſt fitter to pave the den 
of the roaring lion than to build the temple of 
the lamb; but is there any thing too hard for 
the Lord to do? No, he that hath appointed 
hath power to execute his decrees, and will 
bring forth the head-ſtone with ſhoutings, 
crying, Grace, grace unto it. Which brings 
me to my ſecond general head: 


II. I am to ſhew what we are to under- 
ſtand by the great mountain which ſhould 
become a plain, by explaining, x. The moun- 
tain ; 2. The plain. 


1. The mountain: by which we are not to 
underſtand a mountain in a literal, but in a 
myſtical ſenſe ; ſo that by the great mountain 
is meant the great mountainof oppoſition Zerub- 
babel met with in building the temple; which 
mountain was caſt up by the Samaritans, as you 
may read at large in the 4th chap. of Ezra: for 
after the foundation of the temple was laid, 
purſuant to the decree of Cyrus, Ezra vi. 3. 
he being called to the war with the Lydians 

and 
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and Scythians, his ſon Cambyſes was left as 
viceroy, and he being no friend to the- Jews, 
through the counſel of their enemies, the 
work went on ſlowly till the death of Cyrus, 
as appears from Ezraiv. 5. At whoſe death 
his ſon. Cambyſes ſucceeding him, the enemies 
took the advantage, and by artful letters againſt 
the people of the Jews, ingratiated themſelves 
into his affections, by which means the build- 
ing ceaſed: until the reign of Darius King of 
Perſia; for we find that in the beginning of 
the reign of Ahaſuerus, who is ſuppoſed to be 
the ſame with Cambyſes, (Ahaſuerus being 
rather a title of ' dignity than the name of a 
petſon) the accuſation was wrote againſt them, 
Ezra iv. 6. Mention is alſo made of Ar- 
taxerxes in verſe 7, who is thought by ſome 
to be the ſame perſon with Cambyſes, he be- 
ing ſo called in heathen authors; others think 
Smerdis the impoſtor is meant, who was the 
pretended brother and ſucceſſor of Cambyſes 
for about ſeven months, But be that as it 
may, the oppoſition was ſuch, and the diffi- 
culty ſo great, as ſeemed unſurmountable. 
But hear what the Lord faith for his people's 
encouragement, in the' words of our text, 
Who att thou, O great mountain? Before 
* Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become a plain.“ 

Which 
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Which plain I ſhall in the ſecond place AP 


conſider. 


This plain was made when the mountain 
of oppoſition was leveled in the ſecond year 
of Darius King of Perſia, who, upon ſearch- 
ing the records, and finding the decree of Cy- 
rus, gave command for the building to be ſet 
forward, as you may read Ezra vi. 1, 2, 3, 
Who can but ſee the hand of God herein ! 


This mountain of oppolition is a lively 
emblem of the oppoſitions, difficulties, and 
troubles, which the Church hath met with at 


different periods of time, as alſo of individual 


believers; as will appear by what follows: 


1. The Church: And here I intend not to 
enumerate the trials ſhe met with under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation, though theſe 
were neither few nor ſmall, as appears from 
that ſacred hiſtory, and is alſo confirmed by 
the brief martyrology in the eleventh of the 
Hebrews ; but what I ſhall more particularly 
obſerve, are the conflicts ſhe met with under 
the Golpel-diſpenſation. No ſooner was Chriſt 
the foundation actually laid in his ſufferings, 


death, reſurrection, and afcenſion, which are 


the 
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the ground of the Chriſtian's hope, but per- 
ſecutions more vehemently aroſe from diffe- 
rent quarters, as appears, 1. From the death 
of Stephen the proto-martyr, As vii. at the 
cloſe, and the havock which was made in the 
Churches, chapter the viith, which was car- 
Tried on by the Jews for many years with very 
little intermiſſion. But at laſt it became a 
plain ; for, about forty years after the death of 
our dear Lord, thoſe murderers and perſecu- 
ters were overthrown by Veſpaſian the Ro- 
man Emperor, whoſe ſon Titus, general of the 
army, beſieged the city of Jeruſalem, and took 
it, burnt their city and temple, and, accord- 
ing to Joſephus, what by the ſword, famine, 
peſtilence, &c. there fell of them eleven hun- 
dred thouſand, beſides what were taken pri- 
ſoners ; which was a juſt judgment for their 
rejecting and murdering the Meſſiah, and then 
perſecuting the members of his myſtical body. 
But the Chriſtian's troubles ceaſed not here; 
for we find a formidable mountain caſt up by 
the Pagan Empire; I mean the ten perſecu- 
tions, which laſted to the beginning of the 
fourth century, during the Smyrnian Church- 
ſtate ; then this alſo became a plain, and that 
by the hand of Conſtantine the Great, whom 


the Lord was pleaſed to raiſe up to vindicate 
his 
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his people's righteous cauſe againſt their im- 
placable enemies. But alas! this is not the 
Chriſtian's reſt, becauſe it is polluted ; for we 
find ſoon after dreadful hereſies broke out a- 
mong themſclves, which raiſed freſh troubles 
again. But, to come nearer home, let us reflect 
upon that great mountain caſt up by Queen 
Mary, fortified with engines of cruelty threat- 
ning death and deſtruction againſt the Church 
of Chriſt : but death ſoon levelled this hor- 
rid mountain, ſo that it became a plain: then 
had the Church reſt for a ſeaſon, and the 
Lord hath been pleaſed, of his great mercy, to 
bleſs us for many years in this nation with 
peace in the Church. O that we may ſet for- 
ward with all our might in building the houſe 
of the Lord, by improving every opportunity 
to that great and important end! 


2. I would alſo obſerve, that there are 
mountains of difficulties before individual be- 
lievers. No ſooner is the foundation of grace 
laid in the heart, but troubles ariſe from dif- 
ferent quarters; ſometimes from the men of 
this world uſing their ſtrongeſt efforts to turn 
their heart from the Lord; and ſometimes, 
according to the prediction of our Lord, The 


father ſhall be divided againſt the ſon, and 
2 e the 
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& the ſon againſt the father; the mother a- 
« gainſt the daughter, and the daughter againſt 
te the mother; the mother-in-law againſt her 
daughter-in-law, and the daughter - in- law 
againſt her mother-in-law,” Lule xii. 53. ſo 
that a man's enemies are thoſe of his own 
houſe, This we may learn ſomething of by 
ſtrict obſervation, which others by ſad ex- 
perience know to be melancholy truths. 
How many pious wives have ſons of Belial to 
their huſbands, who know not the Lord, and 
become their moſt inveterate enemies? and 
how many religious huſbands, like David, 
have Michals to their wives, who ſcoff at all 
religious worſhip ? And godly children have 
ſuch ungodly parents, who inſtead of training 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, are endeavouring, if poſſible, to break 
the bruiſed reed, and quench the ſmoaking 
flax; and that by rough language, cruel threats 
enings, and obſcene actions: And how often 
do we find Chriſtian parents greviouſly diſtreſ- 
fed with rebellious and perſecuting Abſaloms, 
fuch children as cauſe their gracious parents 
to complain with the oak in the fable, © the 
* branches that ſprung out of my own body 
* became wedges to ſplit my heart aſunder.” 
Again, ſometimes our troubles will ariſe from 
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ourſelves, when we reflect upon our paſt evil 
conduct, the manifold tranſgreſſions we have 
been guilty of, . eſpecially our repeated back- 
flidings ; theſe, as they are very aggravating 
in the ſight of God, ſo they are very diſtreſſing 
to the returning ſoul, and ſeem almoſt un- 
ſurmountable; and when the Chriſtian takes 
a ſurvey of his own heart, and ſees the numer- 
ous internal corruptions which are ready to 
ſpring into open action, together with his 
backwardneſs to duty, lukewarmneſs, and 
wanderings in duty, and weariſomeneſs of 
duty, he is ready to cry out with the Apoſtle, 
te O wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 
e liver me from the body of this death?“ 


Rom. vii. 24. 


Once more: Another quarter from which 
troubles ariſe, is that of Satan, the grand ad- 
verſary of ſouls, who uſeth many arts to pre- 
vent our progreſs in the divine life, ſometimes 
by darting blaſphemous thoughts into the 
mind, and then perſuading us they are ours; 
whereas, I believe we are no more guilty, than 
ſhould a thief caſt ſtolen goods into my door 
or window, which though it might be my 
grief, yet not my ſin. At other times, his 


fiery darts of temptation will be engaged a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt us in order to tempt us to call in queſtion 
the truth of the Scriptures, and, it may be, 
the truth of Chriſt's deity or exiſtence; and 
here be ſtrikes at the foundation, which if 
taken away, what can the righteous do? Yea, 
ſametimes, it may be, to call in queſtion the 
very being of. a God: and if theſe tempta- 
tions fail, he will then endeavour to perſuade 
us that all our paſt experieoce is a deluſion, 
and we are no more than painted hypocrites, 


after all our ſplendid profeſſion. 


. Theſe are ſome of the mountains individual 
believers may expect to meet with; but they 
ſhall become a plain; for the work is not 
man's, but God's: ſo that if the adverſary 
perſecute without, he who hath the hearts of 
all men in his hand can, and ſometimes doth, 
turn them as the rivers of water witherſoever 
he pleaſeth. If our inward luſts rebel, they 
ſhall not reign ; “ fin ſhall not have dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
6 under grace,” Rom. vi. 14. And if the 
old ſerpent rage and fight againſt us, he. ſhall 
not prevail to the deſtroying of the building, 
becauſe Omnipotence is engaged on our be- 
half, and he ſhall bring forth the head-ſtone 
with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 
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Which naturally leads me to the laſt 1 
propoſed, which is 


III. To ſhew what we are to underſtand 
by the head-ſtone which ſhould be brought 
forth with ſhoutings, by obſerving, T. The 
head-ſtons; : 2, The ſhoutings, 


I, The head-ſtone: By which, I under- 
Rand, is meant the finiſhing or top«ſtone of 
that material. building the ſecond temple, 
which was finiſhed in the fixth year of the 
reign of Darius King of Perfia, Ezra vi. 15, 
according to the will and word of God, whoſe 
counſel ſhall ſtand, and who will do all his 
pleaſure, notwithſtanding the many impedi- 
ments that may lie in the way. 


2. The ſhoutings: Which were, Grace, 
grace unto it. It is obſerved by Ezra the 
ſcribe, that when the foundation of this houſe 
was laid, there were ſhoutings, ſee Exra iii. 
10, 11. aſcribing it to the mercy or grace of 
God. And though this ſhouting and aſcrip- 
tion of grace is not expreſly mentioned, hen 
the head- ſtone was brought forth, yet. I think 
it is cleatly intimated, where it is ſaid, that 
the children of Iſrael, the Prieſts, and the 
2 | Levites, 
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© Levites, and the reſt of the children of the 
captivity, kept the dedication of. this houſe 
of God with joy, Ezra vi. 17. And as it was 
with the material, ſo it ſhall be with the ſpi- 
ritual temple; He, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhall bring forth the head-ſtone with ſhout- 
ings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. And here 
obſerve, | 


1. What we may underſtand by the head- 
| None of the ſpiritual building's being brought 
forth. By which I mean the laſt ele& ſoul 
which ſhall be converted and prepared for 
glory; at which final period Chriſt ſhall de- 
liver up the kingdom to his Father, 1 Cr. 
xv. 24, Now as this great and important 
work is aſſigned to Chriſt as Mediator, who 
is the Lord our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
What power is able to withſtand him? Not 
all the combined powers of earth and hell. 
So likewiſe ſhall it be with individual belie- 
vers; the foundation of grace being laid in 
the heart, the tap-ſtone ſhall ſurely be laid : 
this one thing the Apoſtle was confident of, 
and was not aſhamed boldly to declare, “ that 
© he which hath begun a good work in you, 
« will perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
Phil. i. 6, Here, note, grace is a work, and 
7 4 . not 
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not what is innate or natural to the ſons of 
men; and it ĩs a good work, 1. In its nature; 
it being divine, for ye are hereby made par- 
takers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. 
2. In its conſequences; it makes us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light, Col. i. 12.3. In its end; which 
will iſſue in glory, when faith ſhall be turned 
into viſion, and hope into fruition; it is a 
good work begun, but not yet finiſnhed; but 
ſhall be, when the head-ſtone of grace is laid 
in the ſoul : and it is begun in-you, contrary 
to the ſentiments. of ſome, who deny inherent 
righteouſneſs; and he that hath begun it is 
God, who will perfect that which concerns 
you according to the riches of his glory in 
Chriſt Jeſus; which to me is one inconteſt- 
able proof of the final perſeverance of the 
ſaints. But perhaps ſome may be ready to 
ſay, I believe, where the good work is begun, 
it ſhall be carried on; but I am afraid it is 
not begun in me: How then ſhall I draw a 
ſafe concluſion, on this important point? or 
how ſhall I know whether I am a believer in 
Chriſt ? To which I anſwer, To them that 
belive, he is precious, 1 Pet. ii. 7. but to 
them that believe not, there is no form, come- 
lineſs, nor _ that he ſhould be deſired, 
neither 
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neither in his perſon, offices, nor grace: but 
to the believer his perſon is precious, his offices 
are precious, and his grace is precious: and 
the ſpiritual deſires of the ſoul are drawn forth 
after him, and the ſubject is grieved when he 
cannot love Jeſus more, and ſerve: him better; 
yea, his people are precious, his word, his 
ways, and his ordinances. Now where this 
is the happy experience, we may ſafely con- 
clude that the good work is begun, that the 
foundation of grace is laid in the heart; con- 
ſequently, in the ſecond place, the head- ſtone 
ſhall be brought forth with e crying, 


Grace, * unto it. 


The 33 of grace in tlie heart, like 
that of the material temple, was brought forth 
with ſhoutings, as declared by the lip of truth: 
<« There is joy in heaven over one ſinner that 
6 repenteth, there is joy in the preſence of the 
angels of God, Luke xv. 7, 10. And may 
we not reaſonably ſuppoſe there will be ſhouts 
of joy and triumph, when the head-ſtone of 
grace ſhall be brought forth and finiſhed in 
conſummate glory? We are alſo informed, that 
when Chriſt the foundation- ſtone was firſt laid 
on this earth, tidings of great joy were brought 
by an angelic meſſenger, who ſuddenly was 

joined 
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joined with a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
aſcribing praiſe and glory to God in the high- 
eſt ftrains and loftieſt ſhouts of praiſe, Luke 
il. 10, 13, 14. Thus ſhall it be when the 
head-ſtone of this magnificent building, the 
laft ele& ſoul, ſhall be brought forth; it ſhall 
be with ſhoutings, but with much more 
ſolemnity and grandeur, * for the Lord him- 
te ſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, 
e with the voice of the archangel, and with 
© the trump-of God, and the dead in Chriſt 
« ſhall riſe firſt,” 1 Thefſ; iv. 16,——Behold 
the grand proceſſion ! fee his anguſt Majeſty ! 
The Lord himſelf ſhall defcend from heaven, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not in the form of a 
ſervant, but in the form ofa prince and judge: 
he ſhall then come in his own glory, and the 
glory of his Father and the holy angels, with 
2 ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
the trump of God; a ſhout far greater and 
more extenſive than either the ſhout when the 
foundation or head-ftone of the material temple 
was laid; the latter indeed is ſaid to be heard 
afar off; but this ſhall be heard from pole to 
pole,“ will ſtrike the centre, and cauſe the 
pillars of heaven to tremble ; rend the rocks, 
burſt the graves, awake the dead, and cauſe 
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millions of the priſoners of death to ſpring 
forth from their gloomy manſions; for the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, which will be a 
numerous train; “ then we which are alive 
& and remain ſhall be caught up together with 

ec them in the clouds; to meet the Lord in the 
cc air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord,“ 
verſe 179. Then the eternal aſcription of 
praiſe will be, Grace, grace unto it! The 
grace of the Father in electing, the grace of 
the Son in redeeming, the grace of the Spirit 
in ſanctifying; for free grace drew the plan, 
free grace laid the foundation, free grace rears 
the ſuperſtructure, bringing forth the head- 
ſtone with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace 
unto it. | 


Thus I have paſſed through whiat I pro- 
poſed, and ſhewed, fit, who we are to un- 
derſtand by Zerubbabel, and wherein he was 
a type of Chriſt, in ſeveral particulars; eſpe- 
cially in building the ſecond temple ; -and 
conſidered both the foundation and ſuper- 
ſtructure, in which Chriſt is engaged, in that 
the foundation is Chriſt himſelf; and obſerved 
by whom he was laid, and by whom he was 
tried: In the ſecond place, conſidered the great 
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mountain which ſhould become a plain, and 
wherein it was an emblem of the great op- 
poſitions which the Church in general, and 


individual believers, ſometimes meet with : 
And, thirdly, what we ate to underſtand by 
the head-ſtone, which ſhould be brought forth 
with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it, 
as an emblem of the final perſeverance of the 
ſaints. I ſhall now make ſome i eroding, 
and conclude, And, 


I. Since Chriſt is a ſuitable foundation, let 
us enquire whether he be ſuitable to our taſte; 
and if ſo be ye have taſted that the Lord is 
gracious, to him come, as unto a living ſtone, 

diſallowed indeed of men, but choſen .of God 
and precious, that ye alſo, as lively ſtones, 
may be built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy 
prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, | 


2. Whatever mountains of oppoſition you 
may meet with, whether from the world, the 
fleſh, or the devil, they ſhall become a plain 
for more are they that are with us, than they 
that are with them ; for we have all the per- 
fections of deity engaged in our behalf; in- 
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finite wiſdom drew the plan, and infinite 
power will perform the work. (If God be 
for us, who can be e 7) So that, 


3. He ſhall bring forth. the head-ſtone ' 
with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it; 
not Works, works: no, but Grace, grace: fo 
that all boaſting- is totally and eternally ex- 
_ cluded in this matter; © for by grace are ye 
* ſaved, through faith, and that not of your- 
* ſelves: it is the gift of God : not of works, 
©* leſt any man ſhould boaſt,” Eph. ii. 8, 9, 
What then will become of the vain boaſters, 
who obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the open prophane ſinners, who 
know not God, when the Lord himſelf, even 
Jeſus Chriſt, “ ſhall be revealed from heaven, 
* with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
* taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the. goſpel of our 
* Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?** 2 TB. i. 7, 8. Will 
they join in the ſolemn ſhout ? No, but weep 
and howl for the miſery come upon them, 
eſpecially when the Judge ſhall aſcend the 
throne, and the irrevocable ſentence paſled ; a 
ſentence, from which there is no appeal, bat 

will ſtand immortalized, as in eternal pillars 
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of braſs. Who then can plead::their cauſc 
Was it poſſible that Noah, Daniel, and Joh, 


theſs three men, with Gabriel, Michael, Ra 
phiel, and Uriel, theſe four angels, to make 


interceſſion for them; while they themſelves 
ſhed tears of blood; numerous · as the drops of 


winter rain, the Judge, with a reſplution ſteady 
as the throne on which he ſets, would any 
ſwer with a frown, What I have written, 1 
have written. O that you. and I may ſtand in 
on great and ſolemn day at the royal Judge's 

t-hand, and hear that kind invitation 


— pronounced on us, Come, ye bleſ- 


fed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 


* pared:for you from the foundation of the 
« world.: Then hall we aſcribe Gtuce 
grace to Him that ſitteth on the throne, and 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever. An: 
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